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PILGRIMS’ PARTICULARS 

OCTOBER, 1974 


Number of pilgrims, who availed T. T. D. ( Adults 4,90,578 

Transport facilities on Ghat Road \ Children ... 52 055 

Number of Pilgrims, accommodated Jat Tirupati 90,814 

in the choultries \ at Tirumala 1 ,54, 1 27 

Number of vehicles to Tirumala $ Motor Cars 3,634 

by Ghat Road / Motor Cvclet 267 


★ 


From 23 — 9 — 74 T. T. D. is operating Contract Carriages between Tirumala 
and Tirupati on payment of Rs. 135/ — per single Journey, per bus of 45 seating 
capacity. Interested parties can reserve these vehicles by paying prescribed fee, through 
D. D of State Bank or Andhra Bank, in favour of E O., T T D , and giving required 
particulars. Ed 




TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS 


RESERVATION OF ACCOMMODATION 


Accommodation shown below, will be reserved on payment of 
requisite service charges m advance. 


SI. Description of accommodation Service charges per day 

No. 


TIRUMALA : 

1 Sri Venkateswara Guest House Rs 16/- 

(Smgle room suite) 

Rs 20/-(C'oiner suite) 

2 Sri Srinivasa (T B C ), Venkatachala (M.B C ), Rs 16/- and Rs, 20/- 

Alwar Nagar Cottages (Full cottage) 

Rs. 7/- and Rs. 9/- 
( Half Cottage ) 

3 Valley View, Narayana Gin Cottages Rs 16/- 

4. Sankhu Mitta, Seshadri Nagar, Anjanadri Nagar, Rs 1 0/- 

Garudadn Nagar Cottages (Full cottage) 

Rs 5/~ 

(Half cottage) 

TIRUPATI : 

1. T T. D. Guest House Rs 10/- 

2 Sri Srimvasa Choultry (INC) Rs. 8/- 

( Furnished Rooms) 

3 Sn Govindarajaswamy Choultry (TI N C.) Rs 6/- 

( Furnished Rooms) 

NOTE: — Unfurnished accommodation in all the choultries at Tirumala/ 
Tirupati is FREE. 


Service charges, indicating the period of stay, number of persons 
to be accommodated and type of accommodation requiied, shall be 
remitted through crossed Bank draft /Money Order drawn m the name of 
the Reception Officer, Tirumala / Tirupati, one week in advance 

Reception Officers, Tirumala / Tirupati, may be contacted for further 
details required. 


P. S. RAJAGOPALA RAJU, 
Executive Officer 
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Cover Page : 


The cover page is the 4th Pasura Tiruppavai of 
Andal the daughter of Vishnuchxtta In this she urges 
the God of rains to take water from the sea assuming the 
colour of Lord Vishnu and to ram in full vigour, with the 
brilliance of Sudarsan chakra, the sound of Panchajanya 
Sankha and with the relentlessness of the arrows from 
the Saranga of Vishnu so that the living beings can be 
happy and the ladies observing Margah Vrata fulfil their 
obeisance to Lord Krishna. 

The Tiruppavai Pasurams full of self-surrender 
and devotion are considered to be akin to the Madhura 
Bhaktt of Gopika Geetas of Bhagavata 


Due to some unforeseen circumstances the magazine 
could not be released in time. We regret very much for the 
inconvenience caused to the readers — EDITOR 



Editorial . . 


It is more than five months that we have announced the decision of the manage- 
ment to split the ‘ Sapfhagin ’ into five independent journals in English , Telugu , 
Tamil, - Kannada and Hindi A stage has been set for the process and we 
are awaiting the completion of certain technical joimahties after which the new 
journal will be in the hands of the readers with more valuable information and 
other interesting features. 

On the eve of the ensuing new calendar year, we wish to thank all the readers, 
the agents and the co-off icials of the T T Devasthanams Information centres for 
their unstinted support extended to the development of this spiritual mass com- 
munication media We equally thank the writers whose valuable articles provided 
a means for the propagation of religious thoughts to the reach of common 
man. However, we cannot help mentioning that the patronage from the Kannada 
and Hindi sections were not quite encouraging But we have to emphasise the fact 
that the TT D. is releasing so many magazines in different languages in an 
effort to help the common man to elevate himself from his mundane 
obligations towards an Omnecient consciousness 

Perhaps we will be failing in our duty if we do not adequately express our 
gratitude to those repositories of spiritual wealth, who need come forward to 
propagate the celestial wisdom to the needy 

The source is yours, and the cause is yours. We, after all, ate the instruments 
to serve that cause and our ancestors say that * strength is through unity only, in 
this Kali age.* 



News & Notes 


The Annual Float festival of Sri Kapi- 
leswaraswamy will be conducted from 26—1 2— 
1974 to 28-12-1974 The pioccssional deity 
of the Loid and His consort will adorn the 
float beautifully decorated with colouiful 
illuminations, will go round in the adjacent 
tank known as ‘ Kapilatheertha ’ or Alwai- 
theertha ’ The first two days of the festival 
are reserved to Vighneswara, Chandrasekhaia 
and Subramanya respectively and the 3rd day 
for Lord Kapileswara. 

Kapileswara temple is the only Siva Temple 
among the pantheon of Vishnu temples under 
the management of the T.T.D There is also a 
picturesque water falls enriching the bracing 
climate of the surroundings. 

Legend goes to say that the Lmga was 
consecrated by Sage Kapila and hence the 
Lord was called after him. 

Reservations Cancelled 

In view of the anticipated heavy rush 
of the pilgrim public, who would visit the 
temple to have the Darsan of the Lord on 
January 1st 197$, there will be no reseivations 
for cottages on 30th, 31st December 1974 and 
1st January 1975 However accommodation 
will be provided subject to the availability 
at that time 

Hindu Temples in America 

It was told that Mother and Mother land 
are greater in importance than the Heaven 
itself. The spiiitual awakening that the Indians 
living abroad got, proves this beyond doubt. 
In a way, one should say, that western culture 
is Undergoing a renaissance, under the influence 
of Indian culture. The inception of Yogic 
research centres in various places, abroad, and 
the introduction of Sanskrit in the Universities 


in various Western countries speak of this. 
Besides this, temple construction also is on 
its way particularly in United States 

The Hindu Temple society comprising 
certain Indians as well as some philonthiopists, 
has undertaken the construction of Vmayaka 
temple. 

In Pittsburg, an area of about 7 acres with 
the surroundings remarkably resemblmg as 
those of Tirumala Hills, has been selected 
as the venue for construction of Loid Venka- 
teswaia’s temple. Though the construction 
will be done at Pittsburg only, certain items of 
artistic work, idols, doors etc will be made in 
India and transported to America Even for 
the woiks that aie to be done at Pittsburg, 
efforts are being made to muster skilled sculptors 
to be deputed to that place This work alone 
would cost Rs. 8 Lakhs excluding the Raja- 
gopuram work. 

The society hopes to start the base con- 
stiuction in 1974 itself and do the construction 
of superstructure and installation of idols next 
year. On any account the Society wishes to 
complete this and consecrate (Prathistha) the 
idols m September 1975 

The T.T D with a view to help the Indians 
living in other countries to come together and 
also to rouse the spiiitual awakening in general, 
has come forward to contribute its mite. While 
a total giant of Rs 7/- lakhs was sanctioned 
for these projects, T T D is taking steps to 
donate the idols of Lord Venkateswara, Padma- 
vathy, Andal and Garudalwar which when the 
work completed will be transported to America. 
Besides this, the T T D is also taking steps to 
open two Information centres one each at 
Newyork and Pittsburg. 
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Yoga Research Centre. 

Tirupati and Tirumala would soon be 
bubbling with the Yogic activities It has been 
decided by the Government to stait a Yoga 
Research Institution at Tirumala But the woik 
will immediately be staited m the tempoiar> 
accommodation provided by the T T 
Devasthapams The T T D is giving Rs 
5,00,000/- for this puipose 

A governing body also has been consti- 
tuted by the Government with the following 
membeis 

1. Sri K. K Shah, Governor of Tanulnadu, 

Chau man. 

2. Sri J. Vengal Rao, Chief Minister of Andhi a 

Pi adesh — Vice- Chairman 

Ex-Officio Members: 

1. Minister for Health, Andhia Pi adesh 
2 Minister for Endowments, Andhia Pradesh 

3. Director of Medical Services, Andhia 

, Pradesh 

4 Vice-Chancelloi, SV University, Tnupati. 

5 Chairman, T T.D. Boaid of Trustees, 

Tnupati 


6 Executive Officer, T T Dev asl hanams, 

Tirupati 

Pioject co-oidinatoi ot the Institution: — Ex- 
Officio Membei and Secretary 

Other Members: 

Sai vasiee. — 

1 Challa Subbaiavudu 

2 Dr G S Melkote 

3 Ramananda Yogi 

4 Pi of B Ramamoorth}. 

5 Dr K S Sanjeevi 

6 Di V Naiayanaswamy 

7 S Annadurai Iyjangai 

However, the T T D Board, while giving 
its consent, requested that duiation of membei- 
ship should be limited to 3 years 
• 

V olunteei -Engineer : — 

Su A Sreepada Rao, bsc, be, diisc. 
(aero) has been taken as Volunteer- 
Engineei , T T D , Honorarily. 

Asthana Siddhanti 

Sri Tangirala Chmna Hanumat Siddhanti 
of Relangi has been appointed as Asthan 
Siddhanti 
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All the subscribers are requested to furnish forthwith the 
Choice of their magazine, which they require in the new set up 
(Viz., Tamil; Telugu; English; Kannada; Hindi). Subscribers 
are also requested to note that if no information is given to 
this office immediately, the regional language paper which 
they are getting now, will be sent to them without any 
further intimation. 

EDITOR. 





THE VISION OF HINDU ETHICS 

Jri R PADMANABHAN, ba.B.t, Vellore 


The woid‘ Ethics ' as defined by the Pocket 
Oxford Dictionary, means, ‘ Science of Morals,’ 
or Moral principles or code. As such the moral 
code of any religion, Hinduism not excepted, 
is founded on the beliefs, traditions or faith as 
taught by that particular religion or practised 
by those people who practise that religion. 
So also m Hinduism, the ethics of the Hindu 
religion is centred on and revolves round the 
faith and beliefs of Hinduism 

As the leaders may be well aware, the life 
of an individual Aryan in ancient society was 
divided into four stages, that of Brahmacharya 
Gnhasta, the Yanaprastha and lastly that 
of Sanyasi and by and laige the ethics of a 
Hindu depended on the observance of these 
four-fold stages of life 

“The second stage envisages three ends in 
the life of a married man - practising Dharma 
(Sacred Law), Artha (living by honest means and 
( 3 ) Kama (enjoy pleasuies of all kinds.) To 
put' it in a nutshell, the Hindus, rank and file, 
have to blend and happily combine the principles 
of Dharma with those of Artha and Kama 
into a harmonious whole. 

As for kings, and people of a higher status 
111 society, there was a valuable and inexorable 
moral code — to avoid falsehood, treachery, 
adultery, malice etc They should worship 
Gods/ entertain guests and learned men, worship 
ancestors, practise penance, and go on pilgri- 
mages to sacred places such as Kasi and 
Rameswaram. Besides, the kings and chieftains 
must nourish the poor, the needy, the 
widows, orphans, and servants and give 
protection to all those that seek his protection 
All these principles which must be followed in 
every day life by kings and nobles give us a 
picture m no uncertain terms of the importance 


and emphasis placed on essential virtues, the 
basis of all code of conduct. 

As a rule, mere obsei vance of ceremonies 
and rituals was not, as a principle, encouraged 
at all in society People were taught by all 
the Acharyas right from Sankara onwards, to 
practise love, forgiveness, and Ahimsa, “ Ahimsa - 
paramodkarmaha , was the bediock of the code 
of conduct prescribed for any Hindu worth 
the name Not only in Sanskrit Jiteiature but 
Telugu and Tamil sacred literature laid down 
and encouraged the highest and sublime virtues 
For example in poet Yemanna’s Telugu compo- 
sitions, we find high moral tone exacted and 
strongly advocated. So also in Naladiyar, and 
in Sumati Satakam we find emphasis on the 
essential moral virtues and values for which 
Hindu society has earned a name and fame. 

At the same time, it must be pointed out 
that the standaids of conduct differed according 
to the social classes, likewise the standard of 
conduct differed among the students (Brahma- 
charms), family people, and ascetics 

That the Hindus insisted on a code of 
ethics is best illustrated by the moral aspect 
of the epic story of the Mahabharata. Any 
one could clearly see that the ultimate victory 
will go only to those who are just, righteous 
and truthful like the Pandavas, whatever may be- 
the initial disappointments and defeats Nume- 
rous stones bringing house the loyalty and 
Gurubhakti and devotion to parents and 
relations and friends are found m the pages 
of the epic to make us understand and appreciate 
the high level of Hindu Ethics. 

No account 'of the Hindu code of morals 
would be complete without making a reference 
to Bhagavad Gita, the song celestial. 

( Continued at page 8 ) 



SRI LAKSHMI NARAYANASWAMY TEMPLE, KOMAUPALLI 


Sri M S SRINIVASA CHARI AR, b a.,d o l , 

KOMATIPALLI 


In ancient times our great ancestors without 
caring for any kind of profits and pains got 
constructed sacred temples, managed to conduct 
daily worships, mythological discourses and 
arianged “ Hankatha Kalakshepams ” in order 
to develop spiritual thinking m mankind, and 
struggled very hard for the general welfare of the 
country Because of this discipline, generosity 
and other noble qualities developed in the 
society the man became theist. With a 
pure heart and mind he is stiugglmg tooth and 
nail for the universal fraternity The teachings 
of Bhagavadgita elaboiated the meaning of the 
theism in a very systematic way 

In fact, the Lord is an Omniscient and 
Omnipotent Man by giving a special 
form to Him and by finding the unique qualities 
of love of affection in Him worships 
Him m various ways. After getting himself 
satisfied he is satisfying others and deriving 
ecstasy out of his fulfilled desires He is seeing 
his own image m the diety believing that his 
desires are fulfilled because of God and used 
to think of helping his fellowmen m all possible 
spiritual attempts. 

Therefore, the sacred temples created a 
divine atmosphere m men, making the 
people well cultured and rooting out the hidden 
evils in them Probably, because of this only, 
man used to install pious diety, and constructed 
big temples m specific places to give peace to 
the troubled mind People by visiting such 
places used to offer prayers to purify their 
hearts and minds and tried to sail across the 
ocean of the “ Samsara ” and to become one 
with God. A great number of sacred places 
appeared in far and near in our country 
Devotees are unable to visit such far off places 


to have the blessmgs of God So they got con- 
structed such temples m the places of their 
living which was m the easy access of the 
common man They having arranged daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, monthly, and yearly cele- 
berations of Utsavas (Festivals), helped them- 
selves m getting salvation not only for themselves 
but also to others For this, so many spiritual 
associations of the devotees are formed in the 
world, and they are busy in the works of con- 
structions and renovations of dilapidated tem- 
ples m vanous places The renovation com- 
mittee of Shn Lakshmmarayana Swamy Temple, 
at Komatipalli of Warangal District is one of 
such spiritual associations 

In this connection, it is informed that the 
Komatipalli, village m the midst of Mahabooba- 
bad Tq., (Manukota) Warangal Dist , forest 
area is six miles from Kesamudram Railway 
Station was originally constructed by the 
* Bhatteracharya’s — Sishyaparampara of Shn 
Bhagwan Ramanuja - who spread the lehgion 
of 11 Visistadwaita 5 m Andhra and Telengana 
areas In this village there is a very ancient 
temple of Shri Lakshmmarayana Swamy 
Due to lack of proper supervision in maintaining 
the temple it became slowly dilapidated as 
time passed 

Lakshmmarayana is one of the Archa 
Forms of worship of Lord Vishnu In this 
Form ‘ Maha Vishnu, is seen as seated on 
peetam with Lakshmi on his left lap, which is 
as per the Agama Sastras. 

This temple is an ancient one attracting a 
good number of devotees The date as to 
when the temple was constructed is not known 
exactly. Probably this was constructed by the 
Kakatiya Rulers 
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SAP1HAG1RI 


Every year “ Rathotsavam Festival,” will 
be conducted either in Chaitra Masa or m 
Vaisaka Masa and a large numbei of devotees 
have the blessings of Lord Sri Lakshmmarayana 
on that day. 

The Trust Board has many programmes 
like renovation of the temple installation of 
Alwars etc , construction of Hanuman Temple, 
Ramanujakoolam Kalyana Mantapam etc It 
is obvious that the Tiust Board cannot carry 
out its programmes, effectively and satisfactorily 
when there is no abound cooperation of peopoc 
The temple authoiities deserve encouiagement 
from the public and the holy temples. 

Hence the Trust Boaid appeals to one and 
all to enlist themselves as Honorary Members, 


Pations and Chief Patrons by subscribing 
Rs 10/-, Rs. 25/- and Rs 50/- per year The 
donors can also help the Tiust Board by 
building halls, looms etc , in their names and 
thus completing the construction on one hand, 
they will be making their names cherished 
perfectually on the other. 

Every devotees of all orders would 
kindly lend their helping hand m getting 
this tremendous task to a successful end 

Eveiy devotee of Shri Bhawan Rama- 
nuja should come forward to contribute 
mite and take pait in the renovation work. 

Every devotee should try to participate 
in the spiritual undertakings. -jfc 


( Continued from page 6 ) 

In the words of Sn Aurobmdo, a great 
thinker of India, ‘ The code of Dharma based on 
spirit has been best expressed by the Bhagavad 
Gita,' Which calls on man to perform action 
without desue for the fruits thereof that is 
dharma The Gita teaches further that a man 
can escape from the fetters of Karma by 
fulfilling the dharma of his caste without any 
selfish motive but only with devotion to God — 
the Paramatma But today this teaching of 
the Lord must be interpreted to suit the modern 
trends of religious thought and conduct based 
upon it. 

The vision of religion passes through the 
faith embodied in a code of Hindu ethics to the 
action prescribed by a code of living To 
express the thought in a philosophical language, 
the dharma, according to the Gita, is a Law 
which is both individual and universal. 

In the mddem world, we often hear of 
the rights of the individuals and men have 


begun to feel dissatisfied with this glit talk 
and ask what exactly are their duties. If 
men claim to have the right to work and for 
a fair deal in anything and everything, surely 
and certainly they have a duty to do. In this 
way, from times immemorial, the Hindu code 
of Ethics has been unique m developing the 
concept of Dharma as a synthesis, both of 
Right and Duty. 

Sri Aurobmdo has expressed the view 
that the need of modem India is to * recover 
religion in a high spiritual sense ’ It means 
that we must re-establish the code of ethics 
built on individual dharma. It is only by 
recovering our lost moral values that we can 
make India physically and morally strong. 
It’s India that is most fitted to recover such a 
religion, and show the way to the other countries 
of the world which are morally and spiritually 
bankrupt 



SRIMAD FAADUKAA SAHASRAM OF SSI VEDAANTA DESIKA 


Sri D RAMASWAMY IYENGAR 
M A DRAS. 


( Comtnued from previous issue 

sirfetfa m°syi 

Mum-panshadi geetam Gautamee-rakshanam Te 
Muhur-anukalayanto manju-vaachoh 

sakuntciah 

Ushasi mja-kulaayaad-utthitaa Dandakeshu 

Svayam api Pada-rakshe ! svairam aanu eda- 

yanti (306) 

Padarakshe! Sweet-voiced parrots get up 
early in the morning from their nests in the 
forests of Dandaka and repeatedly utter Thy 
glory in protecting Ahalya which they learnt 
from the oft-repeated praise of the Maharshis 
of Dandaka. 

In a previous sloka m this same paddhati 
(No 282) the protection of Ahalya was referred 
to as an achievement of the Paduka. The 
forests of Dandaka are ringing with the praise 
showered on the Paduka by sages inhabiting 
those foiests The parrots m the trees take up 
the refrain of praise and joyously recount the 
redemption of Ahalya by Paduka This is the 
topic referred to here. (306) 


Yama-myama-visuddhaih Yam na pasyanti 

chittaih 

Si utishu chulaka-maatt am dnsyate Yasya 

bhoomaa 

Sulabha-nikhila-b!'aa\ am macms-dnshter- 

janasya 

Svayam upaharasi Tvam-Paduke ' Tam 

Pumaamsam (307 

Paduka! That Paiamapurusha, whom the 
great sages are not able to see with their purified 
minds disciplined by the process of Yama, 
Niyama etc. only a handful of whose greatness is 
seen in the srutis such a Paramapurusha Thou 
Thyself bringest before the fleshy eyes of all 
mortals in such a manner as to make them see 
Him in all His glory. 

The paratva or supremacy of the Lord, 
as reflected by the fact that even the Vedas 
have seen only a small fraction of His glory 
and all sages, who spend all their time m con- 
templating on Him according to Bhakti-marga 
involving the eight stages of Yama, Niyama etc , 
are unable to see even that much of Him, is 
made to be seen by the denizens of this Earth 
because of Paduka’s great help. Paduka brings 
that unseeable Lord within the range of their 
vision and with then physical eyes they are able 
to see and enjoy all the several aspects of the 
Lord This is the help that Paduka renders 
to us by bringing the Lord before us during His 
sanchaara. (307) 
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SAPTHAG1R1 


Nidhrn iva mrapaayaam Tvaam anaadrilya 

mohaat 

Aham iva mama dosham bhaavayan 

kshudram artham 

Mayi sati karunaayaah poorna-paatre Tvayaa 

kim 

Param upagamaneeyah Paduke 1 

Ranganathah (308) 

Paduka! Due to ignorance I do not care 
for Hiee who art verily an endless treasure, but 
go after trivial matters. Lord Ranganatha, 
thinking only of my sins, turns away from me, 
though I am fully qualified to be the recipient 
of His grace. When such a one like me is here, 
I pray of Thee not to take the Lord to some one 
else (who may not be so fit to receive His grace). 

A rather difficult sloka to interpret, but 
a very enjoyable one. The Paduka is an 
eternal and indestructible treasure. But we are 
not aware of it and do not take advantage of it. 

The Lord does not extend His protection 
to us. He keeps on thinking only of our sins. 
Unless Paduka intervenes, He is not likely to 
to change His attitude towards us That makes 
us afraid that He may turn to others and protect 
them and leave us in the lurch. With such a 
fear m our hearts we must pray to Paduka as 
Desika does in this sloka 

“Paduka - devil Pray do not divert the 
Lord’s attention to others than myself. I am 
aware that even now I do not venerate you 
adequately. I do not fully realise that you are 
my only source of help The lord who has the 
right and the duty to protect me has turned 


His face" away from me because He thinks only 
of my sins 

Tiruvoimozhi — “ (I IV. 7) You must ask him 

(Ibid). The soul might 
have sinned, but which $m can stand before 
Thee? 1 

This sloka is very reminiscent of a sloka 
of Devanayaka-panchasat. There Desika asks 
Lord Devanatha — “ Why dost Thou search for 
some one else to be the recipient of Thy grace, 
when I am here fully qualified to be the recipient 
of such a Graced” After cataloguing his quali- 
fications as the foremost among sinners, Desika 
asks the Lord there: 

“ wro fawner ! 

TO TOW sm TOt fTOT: ” 

Slightly adapting the same question Desika 
asks here. ‘Why do you permit Lord Ranga- 
natha to shower His grace elsewhere when I am 
here? Ask Him to protect me and let Him 
compare which is greater and nobler, * my 
protection, or the protection ofPrahlada, the 
cowherds of Gokula, Gajendra or Parikshit?’ 

In the Dayasatakam we see the following: — 
“ I am sorry for Daya Devi who likes to make 
a full repast of the sins of His votaries. Will 
She hav* sufficient food if protection is extended 
to people who have only a few sins to their 
credit ? Unless I their leader*’ with maxim um 
amount of sms am protected, Daya must go 
starving. (Sloka 29 of Daya Satakam). (308) 


(To be continued) 
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MY DARSAN OF LORD VENKATESWARA 


01 D V. DARAN 

Tuupati 


This is really an interview as it is a person 
m flesh and blood seeing an idol of Lord 
Venkateswara symbolic of the Almighty who 
roles the destinies of men and nation, all the 
charaacharns and what not He is the all 
pervading unseen Almighty the Bhrahman who 
is Ananda, Atma vedya (seen m the 
mind or experienced by Yogms in Dhyana) 
and is symbolised m the idol of Lord 
Venkateswara — seen, worshipped and paid never 
ending homages by the millions of Hindus 
and others who have faith and hope m Him. 

God Almighty is an abstract being, unseen 
and therefore is beyond verbal expression either 
to describe Him or define Him — Let the Lord 
himself bless the fellow who attempts to define 
Him since it is a blasphemy to define God. 
So my darsan of the idol of Lord Venkateswara 
symbolic of the unseen god is justified m the 
sense that to realise the Almighty was only 
through the idol. It was foolish of me to 
expect any conversation between Lord Venka- 
teswara and me nor did have any such idea 
m my mind, although I have heard of a mighty 
lot of wonders Lord Venkateswara brought 
about to His devotees whose prayers were 
granted and blessings showered on them 
(I hadi no prayers to Him for granting me 
anything). 

Invariably I found that a great majority 
of people in need or m sorrow or other mis- 
fortunes went on pilgrimages, made vows, 
promises and offerings to Lord Venkates- 
wara or other gods or Goddess as they worship 
to take them out of their troubles, misfortunes 
and sorrows and to bless them. A lot of people 
joined the crowd of streaming millions because 
others were going on pilgrimage; but some 


out of cunosity went with no ulterior motive 
but in a go easy mood “ if anything falls from 
the sky let it or otherwise unconcerned” frame 
of mind, and just a few countable on finger 
tips in an attempt to see really what is happen- 
ing in the Lord’s sanmdhi where the non step 
stream of millions flood 

It is my conjecture the last category and 
very few others might have a hidden but volun- 
tary and unaccountable craving m them to 
give a trial to go through all possible rituals 
which are going on every day like a clock work 
and theieby understand the meaning and 
significance, their values and efficacy in realising 
the goal of human life — a mystery of mysteries 
and enigma of enigmas none to reveal or 
explain to us the denizens of this world. 

To recount my experience I may say that 
my first experience of visiting Tiramala was 
some twenty years ago and that too was an 
exceptionally brief one lasting for about twenty 
minutes A couple of my acquaintances were 
going to Tirumalai and they called me for 
company On arriving at Tirumalai one of 
them, right m front of the temple Gopuram, 
in an impatient mood said “ Let us go away, 
it will be very late to get Darsan of the God ” 
and compelled the rest of us to get back quickly. 
There was no other alternative other than 
to concede the will of the impatient person. 
The result was that at 10-30 p.m. (night), the 
vehicle jumped over a barricade put over a 
part of the road under repair, landed over the 
otherside of the trench and then got upon the 
3 ft high parapet brimming the road from the 
pady-field some ten feet below. Call this 
an accident or incident m which only one 
person was slightly injured — it was no other 



12 


SAPTHAGIRI 


than thq impatient one. Others escaped it 
with a flutteung of agitated mind of fright, 
anxiety and concern foi the injured 

I am unable to explain the nature of the 
mysteuous foice that is opeiatmg “Hope to 
loy is nevei less m joy than hope enjoyed ” 
mood lay latent m me and things went on as 
usual m the stream of life. But a few yeais 
after this experience I happened tovistTnu- 
mala alone — I was m mix up with endless 
stream of pilgiims and I had my turn foi 
Darsan I closely observed all the sculptural 
work of art on the gopurams paintings, and 
other objects of leligious significance all of 
which were new to me but each one stiuck me 
with some inspiration and ecstatic feeling 
transcending the aesthetic bounds. This was 
not a religious fervour, nor was it spiritual 
excitement — it was only state of mmd ma 
pleasant or mood fiee fiom the humdrums of 
life— a short lived glory of the peace of mmd 

I stood before the idol of Sri Venkateswara 
at the sanctum sanctorum door, saw it from 
top to bottom, observed all details of the 
Kireetam, tlie white namam on His fore head, 
the immense array of gold ornaments set with 
countless inestimable jewels (Diamond, Emerald, 
Ruby, Saphire and all) the rose and othei 
odourous floral garlands and all m resplendent 
beauty and I stood in utter amazement at the 
awe inspiring mood It reminded of the 
graphic and realistic picture of Lord Krishna 
portrayed by the great Bhakta poet Sri 
Narayana Bhattathin. 1 

But from this ethereal region I was hurled 
down by the militant director who directs the 
never ending stream-flow of pilgrims, uncere- 
moniously pushed my obstructing log of wood 


foi ward down the stream Theie ended my 
interview with Loid Venkateswaia — a short 
lived glory just like “ King for the night ’ m 
diama 

I ha\e witnessed only one scene m the 
play of the rituals perfoimcd m the Temple 
of the Lord Venkateswara Some one told 
me that the daily routine with customaiy rituals 
starting from 2-30 or 3 a.m with Supiabhatam 
(1) Suprabhatam (2) Viswarupa Darsan (3) 
Thomala seva (4) Venkateswara sahasranamam 
(5) Nivedyam (6) Sathumurai etc., on goes 
spieadout at scheduled timings till the Ekantha 
Seva, constituted by and on Thuisdays and 
Fridays of the week special items of rituals 
are repeated. 

To witness all these performances of the 
daily routine rituals or those specials done on 
Thuisdays and Fudays m one day is rather 
an impossible task, as fiist of all one has to be 
piesent throughout the performance of these 
rituals from the very beginning to the end — 
a long drawn out ceremonial affair lasting for 
about 18 hours oi more Further ceitam 
items of the rituals aie not open to the public 
^.nd also Dharma Darsan or paid foi Daisan 
cannot be gone through for lack of time and 
othei restrictions If one wishes to see what- 
ever performance of rituals that are done daily 
and which of them are permitted to be seen by 

the public, one has to spend a couple of days 
up the hill for seeing them conveniently at 
different timings. 

I saw some of these daily routine rituals 
just for the sake of my satisfaction without 
religious zeal or fanatically blind enthusiasm 

but simply for the reason that any body can 
worship in temple. 


Surya spardki hireeta moordhwa 
Tilaka prodbhasi Phalaantaram 
Karunyakula netra maardra hasitho 
llmarnsunasapu tam 


Gandodyan makarabha kundalayugam 
Ghantojwalalkousthubham 
Twadrupam vanamalyahara pathala 
Srivatsa deepram bhajae 
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Then the idea dawned on me that the 
idol is the symbol of the god Almighty unseen 
and all pervading, and was the supicme faith of 
Prahlada who feailessly asserted to his father 
and Almighty was in the pillai also Taking a 
liberal view of this puramc episode, I also felt 
that if god is all pervading, he must be piescnt 
m me also It the idol is symbolic of God 
Almighty, then 1 can also figuie out that idol 
m my mind — Call it the temple of my heart 
where the bells ring and ring m melody to the 
lhythmic steps the copis-capei m unison with 
unheard of melody (the unheard melody is 
is sweetei than the heard melody) fiom the flute 
of Lord Krishna — and woiship him as much as 
I can 

This is not an easy job, one has to follow 
the principles enunciated by the great sages of 
old i.e. the punciples likely Yama, Niyama, 
Prathyahara, Dharana, Dhyana, Samadhi which 
are nothing but a disciphnaiy control of the 
body and mind, the last 3 items meant for the 
control of the mind only. Every yoga enun- 
ciated by the great masteis are meant to suit 
each individual according as the individual 
inclination (turn of mind) and convenience. 
eg , Karma, Yoga, Bhakthi yoga, Gnana yoga 
and Raja yoga with very many upasana ways 
all calculated to get that state of concentration 
of mind — a stepping stone to self realisation. 

Temple affords a place of worship, an 
opportumty to practise disciplined way of 
life, practise concentration of attention by- 
very many means and thereby get the enlighten 


ment, the peace of mmd and thus the satis- 
faction we all strive and look for 

Sri Thyagarajaswami poured out ‘ in 
profuse strains of unpiemeditated art 5 m 
” Sangeetha gnanamu , 

’1 Sugasuga mrudanga laiamu,” 

songs and Thalapaka Annamacharya m very 
many songs flowing with Bhakthi what you 
think you become The great Valmiki could 
not utter the woid Rama and Narada told, 
him to say Mara and to repeat it without 
stopping. He entered into the Rama mood 
and became one with him So also whoever 
thinks of Venkateswara gets the attributes of 
Venkateswara. Man minus his Kama, Krodha, 
Lobha, Moha etc , is God 

Zenophon observed that if the horses were 
to think of a god, they can think only in the 
form of a horse So also if man were to think 
of a god (he always thought of) he could find 
god m his own form But the step further 
to be in communion with the unseen Almighty 
is only through a medium (idol or the seen god) 
in which concentration of attention reaches a 
state of merging with the limitless space trans- 
cending the mind — the intellect equipment 
This I understand as self realisation 

My visit to Tuumalai and the Darsan 
I had of Lord Venkateswara enlightened me 
Millions worship Lord Venkateswara and all 
their concentrated attention on Him, radiate 
this power and grace in blessings of every kind.. 
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AN APPEAL 

The Luxury coach which was introduced by the Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanams for the convenience of those who wish 
to see the various temples under the control of the T.T.D. with 
in the shortest time possible, has now changed its time 
schedule thereby including some more places of pilgrim interest. 
The T.T.D. Luxury bus with effect from 20-11 -’74 has been 
starting at 8-00 a.m. and reaching Tirupati at 8-00 p,m. cover- 
ing the following places with the time schedule mentioned. 


Tirupati 

Dep. 

8-00 

a.m. 

Kapilatheertham 

Arri. 

8-15 

a.m. 


Dep. 

8-45 

a.m. 

Chandragiri Fort 

Arid. 

9-15 

a.m. 


Dep. 

9-45 

a.m. 

Srinivasa Mangapuram 

Arri. 

10-00 

a.m. 


Dep. 

10-15 

a.m. 

Tiruchauoor 

Arri. 

10-45 

a.m. 


Dep. 

11-0J 

a.m. 

Kalahasti 

Arri. 

11-45 

a.m. 

(after lunch) 

Dep. 

1-30 

p.m. 

Kailasakona 

Arr. 

2-45 

p.m. 


Dep. 

3-45 

p.m. 

Nagalapuram 

Arri. 

4-45 

p.m. 

(10 mts. at Araniyar) 

Dep. 

6-00 

p.m. 

Narayanavanam 

Arri. 

6-40 

p.m. 


Dep. 

7-00 

p.m. 

Tirupati 

Arri. 

8-00 

p.m. 


Charges for adult ticket: Rs. 20-00 


(Sd.) P S. Rajagopala Raju, 
Executive Officer. 
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T. T. D. Board’s Decisions 


The following were the important decisions taken by the T T D Trust Board at its 
meeting held on 20-1 1-74 and 21-1 1-74 at Tirumala 


The TTD. Board decided to invest its 
funds only m the Scheduled Banks to enable the 
TT.D to draw funds whenever needed for 
development purpose 

* jft 

With a view to improve the Sapthagiri 
qualitatively the Board sanctioned Five Sub- 
Editor’s posts and one Artist in the scale 175 — 

1 5-250—30-400—35—575 

Donation for tenement : 

The T.T D has accepted the donation of 
Rs 4,000/- from Sri T.S S Subba Rao, Hill 
colony post, Nalgonda for the construction of a 
tenement in the TTD Choultry at Bhadra- 
chalam. 

By Pass Road : 

Rs. 6,64,200/- had been sanctioned by the 
Board in supersession of the previous sanction 
of Rs. 6 lakhs as its share for laying a By 
Pass Road from Railway crossing at Tirupati 
to Alipin. 

* # 

The T.T D. has given free of all charges 
No. 14 N.M. Sheds, for the use of T.TD 
Employees Dramatic Association, Tirumala 

New Information Centere : 

T. T. D. Information Centre at Bombay 
wall be located in the premises of the Bharatiya 
Vidya Rhavan Choupathy, Bombay — 7 for 
which Rs. 3,375/- have been sanctioned towards 
the rental charges. 

Similarly, a T.T.D. Information Centre will 
be opened, at London in the premises of 


the Bharathiya Vidya Bhavan at 37, New Oxford 
Street An amount of £100 has permensara 
been sanctioned 

New Names : 

The nomenclature oi the following 
choultries and cottages has been chahged as 
shown below with effect from 21 — 10 — 74. 

Present name. New name. 

T.B Cottages Srinivasa Nagar Cottage 

T.B Main Srinivasa Guest House. 

M B. Cottages Sn Venkatachala Nagar. 

Tirupati 

1st New Choultry Sn Snmvasa Choultry 

II New Choultry Sri Govindaraja Choultry. 

III New Choultry Sri Kodandarama Choultry 

* * 

The Board authorised the Head Master 
S V. High School, Tirupati to operate Bank 
account of ‘ C. Anna Rao ’ Educational Trust.” 
created with a view to improve the educational 
interests of economically backward members 
of the society 

Plate Meal : 

In addition to the plate meal provided m 
TTD. Canteens at Rs 1 — 50 per plate, 
extra rice will be supplied at Re 1/- per cup. 

New publications : 

The following Religious books will be taken 
up for printing as T.T.D. Publications, 

(1) Lectures on Arsha Samskrithi (Telugu) 
Ry Sn Kallun Chandramouh. 
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(2) Lord Sri Venkateswara and Alwars 
(English)- ByDr. G T Gopalakrishna NaicSu 

Experts Committee : 

With a view to scrutinize and select manus- 
cript foi being accepted as T T.D Publications, 
sand also to advise the TT.D. with regard to 
requests regarding the financial aid for various 
publications, the T T.D. Board has reconstituted 
the experts committee with the following 
persons 

Ex-officio members: 

(i) The Principal, S.V.O. College; (2) 
T.T D Agama Pandit, (3) Devasthanam Publi- 
city Officer; (4) Principal, SV, College of 
Music and Dance 

Other Members* 

(1) Dr M Sangamesam; (2) Dr. D. Aika 
Somayaji, (3) Dr G Damodaram, (4) Sri M V 
Subba Rao and (5) Sri G. Rama Subba Sarnia 

Hindu Temples in America : 

The TT.D Board resolved to give dona- 
tions m kind to the local committee of the 
Hindu temple society. North America which is 
constructing temples of Ganesa and Venka- 
teswara at New York and Pittsburg respectively. 

The Board has also decided to open 
Information Centres at the above two places. 


New Scales for Peishkars ; 

The Board decided to recommend to the 
Commissioner to levise the present scale of 
Peishkars cadre from 350 — 750 to 500 — 25— 
750—30—900. 

Donation : 

The following amounts were ordeied to be 
released to the temples noted against each. 

(1) Vivekananda Rock Memoiial, Modest 
— 50,000/- (m two instalments); Rs. 25,000/- 
Sn Venugopalaswamy Temple, Madias — 6 
(2) Sri Guana Saraswathi Devasthanam , Basar. 

Rs. 50,000/- 

The Board sanctioned Rs. 15,000/- to each 
one of following amounts for renovation. 

Agastheswara Swamy Temple, Tondavada 
Chittoor District; Kodandaramaswamy Temple 
Pedapalem, Guntur District; Sri Ramalmges 
wara Swamy Temple; Katauratla, Visakha Dist 
Sita Rama Swamy Temple, Angaloor, Kxishm 
Dist ; Kurmanadha Swamy temple-Snkurmam 
Snkakulam Dist.; Venugopalaswamy an< 
Nageswaraswamy temples, Medur, Krishna Disl 
and Rs. 14,500/- to Gauri Sankar Temple 
Hyderabad Rs. 6,000/- have been sanctione 
to Sn Bhimeswara Swamy Temple, Taminsi 
Krishna District. 


★ 
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ATTENTION. 

The T.T.D Board under Sec 21 (4) (a) of the H.R. & C.E Act 
1 966, resolved to prohibit at Tirumala, the sale, possession or use of 
intoxicating liquor or drugs, gaming with cards, dice counters, money 
or other instrument of gaming, sale, possession preparation and consumption 
of meat and other foodstuffs containing meat; slaughter, killing and 
maiming of any animal or bird for any purpose. 



HANUMAN, THE SUPERB LINK IN THE RAMAYANA 
AS ENJOYED BY SAINTLY AZHWARS 

AND 

SAINT-MUSICIAN TYAGARAJA 

Dr G. T. GOPALAKRISHNA NAIDU, 

Coimbatore. 


(Continued from the previous isdue) 

CHAPTER X 


CARVED IN 

We are pleased to mention details of 
certain sanctified centies wheie Hanuman 
deified in the countiy Hanuman’s loving touch 
is evei lasting, and he has lodged himself in the 
devotional hearts of receptive minds 

Lord Krishna’s banner. 

The orthodox Hindu believes that Hanu- 
man is even today floating in his ethereal body, 
giving solace and succour to the needy. During 
the period of the Pandavas, the boastful 
Bhima one day repaired to the Himalayas to 
fetch a rare ilowei for Diaupadi. On the way 
he found an old monkey lying acioss the road, 
apparently preventing Bhima from pioceeding 
further, Bhima asked the monkey to keep out 
of his way. But the groaning monkey said he 
was too old to move, and requested Bhima to 
lift linn up bodily and place him aside. Bhima 
tried m vain, he finally attempted to lift the 
monkey’s tail at least. And even this he could 
not do. Bhima now undei stood that he ought 
not to have spoken derisively of this old monkey. 
He learnt that his vanity was the cause of his 
failure and begged pardon of the old monkey 
who later assumed his original shape of Hanu- 
man, and blessed Bhima Hanuman told 
Bhima that during the Ramayana period he 
was Rama Duta; but m the Mahabharata war 
he would serve Lord Krishna from the top of 
His banner in perfect guard over the Lord. 

3 


TEMPLES. 

Hanuman deified in temples. 

People weie much fascinated to build 
temples for Hanuman throughout the country 
Ramdas, the Guru of Shivaji dotted the whole 
of Maharashtra with Temples built to his 
divinity. The late Tirupati Kavi (the late 
great Shatavadam) and poet of Andhra Desa 
is said to have attained his phenomenal memory 
and poetic gifts by meditating on Hanuman. 
The envnons of Goa are honoured with temples 
for Hanuman. In other places also there are 
temples dedicated to Anjaneya, and let us 
piesently funish a few details regarding each. 

(1) Sucheendram. 

In the temple of Sucheendram ■ near cape 
Comorin far m the South, there is a tall 
idol of Hanuman It is said that when Sita 
suspected the bonafides of Hanuman who 
appeared before her he assumed Visvarupa, 
a large gigantic figure, and thus proved 
his real identity. This idol reminds the 
pilgrims of the epoch- making event m 
Ashoka Vana 

(2) Shola Simhapuram. 

The Hanuman temple m Shola Simha- 
puram in North Arcot District is located on 
a hill about 200 feet high, where the deity 
is known as Yoga- Anjaneya, facing the Yoga- 
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Narasimha m reverential legard on the adjacent 
Hill 

There is a Puranic story connected with 
these deities. One indraduyman was 1 tiling 
the country m this area On a particular day 
during the king’s hunt he pursued a fast 
running stag which ran for its life to a big 
meadow where several heads of deers were 
grazing Though they were disturbed at the 
pursuing intrudes they did not run away but 
stared at the king m subdued surprise, when 
an appealing sound shrieked from the female 
mate of the pursued deer m slow and emphatic 
syllables, — ‘ Pray, do not aim at us ’ At 
once the king threw away his bow and arrows 
and wended his way back m a meditative 
mood to his capital, resolving that he would 
never more hunt any animal. He became a 
changed man from there on. 

Some years later, the king apprehended 
an attack on his kingdom by an Asura, 
named Kumbavan, and he feared that the 
Asura hordes may ravage his country. But 
unexpected help came from Anjaneya. In 
obedience to Yoga Narasimha, Anjaneya 
appeared with his four arms handling chakra 
and conch, and worked havoc on the Asura 
battalion. All the Asuras were vanquished 
and the king emerged out victorious due to 
the active participation of Chaturbhuja Anja- 
neya who then suddenly vanished. The king 
was dumb-founded at the unexpected events 
which led him to victory at a time when he 
had lost all hopes. He was happy and his 
subjects heaved a sigh of relief at the successful 
turn of events. 

The king celebrated the victory by cons- 
tructing two temples, one for Anjaneya and 
the other for Narasimha on adjacent hills 
Even to this day vast many pilgrims resort 


to the two temples though the appioaches 
to them aie difficult It is known that these 
deities afford relief to suffering humanity from 
pain, mental disturbances, psychic disoideis, 
madness, sterility etc During Karlhika 
month of the Tamil calendar, (Novembei — 
December) pilgrims flock to the temples espe- 
cially on Sundays and get the much-sought of 
peace and tianqmlity 

Sholasmghapuram, known also as Thiruh- 
kadigai, is listed as one of the 108 Vaishnava 
shrmes m the country sung in ecstasy by the 
Azliwars The Yoga Narasimha has been 
praised by Peyazhwar in an appealing hymn 
which finds place m his lyarpa: 1 

Peyazhwar visualises God in Paiama- 
padam (Heavens) m all His merciful Glory 
The Azhwar then imagines he sees Him in 
His recumbent posture in Tirupparkadai (ocean 
of milk, ocean of Bliss); and in a quickening 
glance finds that He is in His majestic stand 
on Tirumalai Hills. And having not been 
satisfied in the above poses Lord God gels 
seated m Sholmgasimhapuram and gives 
darsan to Bhaktas. Peyazhwar does not lose 
sight of God’s itinerary and says that He has 
since abandoned even this last stay in Shola- 
simhapuram and has permanently implanted 
Himself m the Azhwar’ s breast. And this 
heart of Peyazhwar is now the temple of God 
positively. The Azhwar draws our pointed 
attention to God-Yoganarasimha who bestows 
benefits on any one who stays m the precincts 
of the temple even for one Kadigai on Naligai 
extending for 24 minutes. 

The Goddess of the Temple is known as 
Amirtha Valli Nachiar. Yoga Narasimha is 
seen in sitting posture facing East. The name 
Sholasimhapuram, has further been modified 
as Sholmghapuram, the other nomenclature 
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being ‘ Tihiukkadigai ’ The word * Kadigai ’ 
is deiived from the Sanskrit woid ‘ Ghatika ' 
meaning a nazliga or 24 minutes 

In the Ramayana age Hanuman, during 
his iambics m the Dandakaianya, having 
learnt the majesty of Yoga Narasnnha stood m 
devotional feivour before the Deity. Yoga- 
Narasimha is said to have given His blessing 
to Anjaneya on his leconnoitrmg work in 
search of Sita Again Narasimha is understood 
to have given Anjaneya strength of aims 
(armature) befoie he pioceeded to Lanka for 
his gum fight with Ravana. 

(3) Kabistalam 

The other place wheie Hanuman gets the 
divine bliss of the endearing kind is Kabi- 
stalam, a village in Thanjavur District, on the 
banks of the Cauvery This place was sanctified 
by another Azhwat, known as Thirumazhisai 
Azhwar or Bhalctisarar, who has devoted a 
rapturous vcise on the piesidmg Deity 2 

The Azhwar exclaims that heie is the place 
where Yama does not approach a Bhaktaj 
This is again a place where difficulties do not 
face him and sms do not touch him. The 
Azhwar feels that he has now learnt to avoid 
the woildly ills as he has darshan of Gajendia 
Varadar the presiding deity who is having His 
Yoga Nidra on the banks of the Cauveiy as if 
He is floating on the bellows of Tirupparkadal. 
The Azhwar visualises the Deity as Sri Krishna 
also whose very name is his Charama slokam 
which keeps ringing into his body, mind and 
intellect. It is lehably learnt that Hanuman had 
the vision of the presiding Deity in this holy 
centre 


The village is m Thanjavur District, 
Just a few miles distant from Thiruvaiyaru, 
where Samt-musician, Tyagaraja lived and 
enjoyed Rama-Goddess Ramamam Valli other- 
wise known as Portramaraiyal is seen near 
Gajendra Pushkanni in the premises of the 
Temple Gajendra varadar, m a lecumbent 
posture, gives His darshan in His Bhujanga 
sayanam pose The temple now in rums merit 
the devotees’ attention where perennial peace 
reigns supreme 

4) Tirumala 

There is a small shnne for Anjaneya m 
front of God Venkateswara’s main Tower at 
the most easteinend of Sannadhi street 
m Tirumala. The idol is seen with both hands 
folded and fastened together m meditative 
pose He is known as Bedi Anjaneya who 
perhaps desired that he should get bound m 
chains so that he may always stand steadily 
in devotional concentration in front of and m 
adoration of Loid Venkateswara. 

In this context, we shall refer to a rapturous 
verse of Bhoodat Azhwar, one of the first 
trinity of Azhwais (the other two being Poigai 
Azhwar and Peyazhwai): 

The monkeys m Tnumala are said to have 
offeied to Loid Venkateswaia bunches of flowers 
and m their own dialect utter their prayeis as 
* Kurih, Kurrh,’ thus singing the glory of the 
ever-absorbmg Lord These monkeys, the 
Azhwar concludes, considered Lord Venka- 
teswara as Rama Himself 3 

(5) Ayodhya 

On the banks of the River Sarayu, in 
Ayodhya, in the famous temple of Rama there 


2. <k». 4FrrpfT it/ii *nprr, 0 Lcrr jbj&fifiu) &rrcrcr sumatu — <QjbjDrsi 

gumryxSti— xtkrmrefor , wrrojeir (Lp&rerr Q# ssr«<g. 

3 . mrrtsrpi&mm < 35 , 

^rkmsvtf Gu&rfl&gj Qtur eitr<3L-£gfu Quit gj , tL.dk mil — Guirgi 
wessflQmiii « x_.au car coeijrif Ait a Q&6v$v t ai—sumQu 
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is a big idol of Hanuman, in an over-ready pose 
to carry out Rama’s behest. This is one of the 
108 holy centres of Vaishnavite stronghold, 
sung in ecstasy by Periazhwar, Kulasekarazhwai , 
Tirumangai Azhwar and Nammazhwar. Satako 
par in particular is referred to heieunder in 
his verse: 4 

The saint-poet enjoins on us that Rama’s story 
shall be read and shall be enjoyed Nammazh- 
war evidently has in his minds eye the full 
significance of Rama Duta. 

Kulasekhara Azhwar, the samt-kmg, des- 
cribes Ayodhya as a model city of culture 
devotion and erudition. Here was born Rama, 
the brightest jewel of Surya dynasty to give 
joy and cheer to king Dasaratha and Ayodhya’s 
citizens . 6 

Kulasekhara’s Ayodhya is having big 
ramparts all around This is a beautiful city 
being the light of lights Here stands the big 
idol of Hanuman to give encouragement, 
solace and succour to one and all 


(6) Benaras 

It is said that Tulasidas, having been 
infatuated with a popular Hanuman Deity m 
this city of culture, concentrated on Hanuman, 
got vision, and wrote his Ramayana - Rama- 
chaita Manasa. He has enriched Hindi 
Liteiatuie by his epoch-making Ramayana 
which is popular m the country along with 
Kambar’s and Valmiki’s. 

Epilogue. 

We have come to the end, traversing the holy 
centres, ciossmg seas, bathing in rivers in 
seaich of Hanuman. Even today Anjaneya in 
the leaping pose is seen m the Temple at the 
Mysore Palace Gate, being frequented by 
Maharajas and Mahapurushas, not to speak of 
people of all ranks and levels of society. 

May Chiranjeevi Hanuman make us all 
healthy and happy and pave the way for our 
spiritual peace ! 


(The end) 


4. &jbumt ^prrrtjai3[rrr8&snuS> wired to ajbuGixrr: 
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Sri S SUNDARACHARI, Little Kanchtpurarn 


In the Golden da>s of old 
Stood alone a nation bold. 

It was Nepal stately state 
Free fiom ills of slavish fate 

Ad the foot of the icy hill 
It giew in. glory grit and will. 

It rose so swift in mind and might 
In humble flight to lofty height 

Lovely lands capes, scenes serene. 

Lakes and lawns and gaidens gieen. 

Stones precious and healing heibs 
Made in short the land superb 

King Suddhodhan took its reign. 

Minding always peoples’ pain; 

Matchless Maya wore the crown 
As his queen and shared the throne 

ICapilavastu as its seat 

Smiled m simple splendour sweet; 

Free willed fortune fair and rare 
Safely sat and settled there 

Tieasure was theie and pleasure was theie 
What was wanted was not theie; 

All is ill and a heaven is hell 
If a child is not to dwell. 

Aging though the Royal pair 
Were not blessed with one as heir; 

The queen was restless and so bad. 

The king was always feeling sad. 

Towards that aim they tried and tried. 
Before the Gods they bowed and cried 
All the saints were called and told. 

But cruel fate did keep its hold. 


* 
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Poor weie picked and fed in full, 

Beggers went with pockets full; 

Fasts and players piogiessed, though 
Signs of hopes were tailing low 

Leaves of life the learned icad, 

Palmists tiled to think ahead, 

Maya was a Maya still' 

Motheihood was a murmur still* 

To bed confined the queen so fan 
Went stale and pale with worn care! 
Dumb and mum she sat alone 
Motionless as matble stone . 

Not a murmui not a sigh. 

Not a word with low 01 high, 

Silent sobs and eyelid drops 
Drooped and diopped m healing throbs 

Let alone the king and queen. 

They could not but feel so keen; 

Strange it was the entire state 
Moved and mourned in helpless state ’ 

All was gloomy agony full 
Lost to lustie diy and dull; 

Co uits were empty, hearts were dry 
The land was one of huent cry 

Servants lost their sense of mind, 

And left their works undone behind. 
Ovens weie not lit at all 
Vacant was the dining hall 

Mourning mothers were all shocked, 
Crying ciadles were not rocked. 

May the Gods bless Maya soon 
Was their only ciaved of boon 

Cows and calfs abstained from food, 
Cuckoos all weie out of mood, 

Day did break but cocks cried not 
Buds were buds but blossomed not. 

The queen was wailing days and nights 
She swooned and fancied homd sights. 
Day dreams bothered all around 
Death in life was dancing round. 
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She fancied babies on hei breasts 
Knocking hei with tightened fists, 

Shame f Oh 1 banen lady shame 1 
Was then howbmg siiiy game 1 

Broken heait and shaken thought 
Maya was a melting pot 1 
Thousand thoughts m thousand knots 
Patted and pained her feeble sports 

Fact or ficiion who can lay^ 

She did see it m dismay 1 
Snow white Elephant making iooih 
W aded into Maya's womb 1 

Stunned and startled lose the queen 
And told hei husband what was seen, 

The king puzzled atonce beckoned 
Aged seers all well leckoned 

They came and thought for long and <aid 
The cheam foietold a hope ahead, 

A pi nice 01 saint, they weie not sine 
A son to him they could assure 

Thanks to them they did not he 
The king could see the truth so nigh; 
Signs of motherhood set m soon, 

The queen of Nepal was m tune 1 

Hei lovely limbs slowly softened. 

Smiling eyes were wide opened. 

Breasts were bulging storing milk, 

Her waist was finely building bulk 

Looks of shyness lingered low. 

Steps were swan like moving slow, 
Deepened breath and fainting look, 
Changed, she wore a new outlook 1 

All the palace was astir. 

Willing waiters flocked round her, 

Only she should show her wish 
All of them will run in rush 

Food was made ready by some, 

Beds of lorns were spread by some. 

Some on either sides were there 
Firmly faming hei with care. 
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Ringing music was m swing, 

Dancers played before m rings, 

Enchanting had, the shepherd bo>- 
Knshna’s life was sung m joy 

Famous painters showed their skill. 

In painting pretty babies well, 

They m turn m varied rows 
Creapt and crawled on Mayas blows. 

Months were bnskly maiching on, 

Maya’s hopes were switching on, 

Prince of Nepal had his biith 
Love and lustre spread on earth' 

Mighty Bharata’s golden land 
Rose and played at stately band' 

Life was full of life and mirth 
Happy land had another birth 

Himavan mighty mountain king 
Burst in million sparkling springs. 

Spraying pearls thiough splashing tides 
Swollen Ganga showed liei prides 

Serpent like with hood unfurled 
Sindhu played well getting thrilled, 

Krishna and Godavari 
Danced in tune with Kauveri. 

Vmdhya standing on its toes 
Kept on watching grand m pose' 

Eastern ghat and Western ghats 
Watched and watched the wonder spots 

Grand old people gathered strength. 

And learned to jump and run at length. 
The blind could see! the lame could walk! 
What a wonder was the talk' 

Cornful were the barren lands. 

Grass was seen m wastefull sands 
Cows all with their udders full 
Raimng milk ran cheerful! 

Thanks to Maya-the child was bom 
To sane the world from getting torn. 
Often God in hunan form 
Takes his birth to bring reform 


( Translation of the Author's own Telugu original * Buddha Geeta .’) 



INTEGRATION: SCIENCE AND SPIRITUALITY 


Dr S RAMAK.RJSHNAN, 

Reader in Biochemistry , 

Jawaharlal Institute of Post-graduate Education & Research, 
PONDICHERRY. 


” And yet so pooi is Nature with all her 
©raft . that from beginmng to end she is 
but one stuff ” writes Emerson bringing home 
the unity in diversity. Whatever may be the 
final manifestations of matter, the fundamental 
building stones of all types of matter are the 
same- the atoms which aie composed of the 
ultimate particles viz electrons, piotons, 
neutrons, mesons and the like Thus every- 
thing in Nature, animate or inanimate is made 
up of the same stuff and this has been proved 
unequivocally by the science of Chemistry and 
Physics 

Biochemistry shows that many metabolic 
leactions are the same in plant and animal 
kingdom. For instance, Fricarboxyhc acid 
cycle operates exactly alike in plants and 
animals showing that respiratory process is the 
same m both In the animal kingdom, many 
biochemical reactions are the same m the 
relatively evolved animals As an example, m 
monkey, dog, labbit and the human being, 
the waste product of protein catabolism is 
urea and all of them are called ureotelic 
animals. Even the blood costituents are nearly 
of the same concentration. Rat blood and 
human blood contain about 80 mg% glucose 
This establishes the umty between different 
species. Again, taking any particular species, 
major metabolisms are almost the same bet- 
ween the two sexes. If there are some diffe- 
rences in biochemical processes between the 
male and the female, these are mostly brought 
about by the influence of respective hormones 
Even here, theie is no male who does not 
have small amount of female sex hormones and 
no female without male sex hormones It is 
only the relative concentration of the sex 
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hormones that makes a male masculine and a 
female feminine When, unfortunately, there 
is over production of male sex hormones m a 
few females, they become masculine Thus 
there is biochemical umty between the two 
sexes Anatomically also it is known that 
rudimentary sex organs of one sex are present 
in the opposite sex Therefore, man is also a 
womon while a woman is also a man Even 
the different English words suggest the same; 
the word ‘woman’ has ‘man’ in it, the word 
‘female’ has ‘male’ and the word ‘lady’ has 
‘lad’ in it Thus anatomy also proves unity 
in diversity 

These are days of integration and we have 
integrations like national integration, linguistic 
integration, emotional integration, political 
integration, mtegiated medicine, vertical 
horizontal and diagonal integrations. One can 
also integrate Science and Spirituality. All 
religions preach that God 1 $ one, all pervading 
and omnipresent Advaitha philosophy visuali- 
zes Jecvatma, the manifestation of God 
(Paiamathma) m every living being and the 
Jeevatma is the uniting link of all creations. 
Whatever may be the size of the body or 
charm there is value for the same only so long 
as this life is present, once life is extinct, irres- 
pective of the form or charm, the first thing 
anybody wants to do is to dispose off the 
till-then-chenshed body. In so far as life which 
is indefinable it is responsible for the multiple 
functions of all creations, it also indicates 
unity in diversity. Again, as all forms of 
life have the divine spark, the hidden light 
received from the Almighty, they are all the 
children of one Creator and hence become 
brotheren and sisters Upanishads say the 
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same. “Ohe should see oneself m every 
creation and in oneself every Creation”, no 
matter the creation is Man, beast or bird 
“Yasthu Sarvani Bhoothani, Atmanyeva 
Anupasythi; Sarva Bhootheshu Cha Athma- 
nam”. Bhagavath Gita also which is one of the 
Prasthana Thraya (Authority to follow) says 
the same Lord says he who sees Him m 
every creature everywhere and sees everything 
m Him will always be blessed “Yo Mam 
Pasyathi Sarvathra Sarvam Cha Mayi Pasyathi” 
(6; 30). Again m the same the Lord says that 
He is the seed for all creations “Beejam Mam 
Sarva Bhoothanam Viddhi Partha Sanaatanam” 
(7 ; 10). Then He says that the root of the 
whole universe which could be compared to a 
Pepul tree is the Lord Himself and as from 
Him who is up above, others have come down, 
it is as if the tree is having its roots upwards 
“Oordhvam Moolam Adhah Sakham” (1 5;1). 
All creations are like the many branches and 
as such are essentially alike and intimately 
united. 

The Theosophical Society prayer stresses 
the oneness of all creations m the following 
lines. 

“O, Hidden life, vibrant m every atom, 

O, Hidden light, shining in every creature ” 

According to Bhagavatha, all are Naya- 
kis and thus are alike before Lord who is 
the only Nayaka. 

Thus both Science and Spirituality stress 
on the oneness of all creations in basic 
structure and many a function Naturally 
they prescribe universal brotherhood Though 
some opine that science and technology are 
responsible for the confusions and chaos and 
troubles dnd turmoils of life, it is to be 
emphasized that Science is always neutral and 
deserves commendation and not condemnation 
It helps to establish a bond of friendship and 
brotherhood between the people of various 


nations This is because Science grows by 
mutual contacts and a common entei prise 
Scientists are also humane, sympathetic and 
peace-loving No less a peisonality than Dr. 
Oppenheimer who was responsible to a large 
extent to make the Atom Bomb a reality was 
the first to cry halt to the alarming stock piling 
of atomic weapons notorious for their inflexi- 
bility and catalysmic consequences. Another 
famous Scientist De Broglie expressed grave 
concern over the Hydrogen Bomb experi- 
mental explosions, as the radioactive dust, 
the death-dust as it is called, will cause 
serious pollution hazards Thus, when 
Science and Spirituality stress the need for 
universal brotherhood and love, why not one 
practise and try to become a “universal 
man”. Nothing is lost m loving all God’s 
creations and be of some selfless unosten- 
tatious service “ Love thy neighbour as 
thyself” says Christianity. ’It is love, it 
is love that makes the world go round 
(Anonymous) Love conquers all, let us too 
yield to love ’ (Virgil), It is only after the 
Ancient Manner loved the countless aquatic 
creatures of the Sea he got salvation and 
Coleridge equates love with prayer “ He 
prayeth well who loveth well, both Man and 
bird and beast. 

He prayeth best who loveth best. 

All things both great and small, 
for the dear God who loveth us, 

He made and loveth All” 

Hence there is no prayer more valuable 
than love There is also no season or rea- 
son for love. Love is equated with God m 
the Tamil saying Anbe Sivam When such is 
the case how nice it would - be if every one 

Starts the day with Love 

Fills the day with Love 

Spends the day with Love 

Ends the day with Love and thus Lives m 

Love f 
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TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS, TIRUPATI. 


CONSTRUCTION ON DONATION BASIS 


With a view to make the devotees and other Philanthropic 
public better associated with the activities of the T. T. Devas- 
thanams, the management has been pleased to accept donations 
for the following work 

RENOVATION OF FOOT-PATH 

TIRUPATI - TIRUMALA 


19 Hecto Metre 


Rs. 18,000/— Each H.M. 


Philanthropic public desirous of participating in the said 
works may kindly send the amounts at the aforesaid rate 
through Demand Draft drawn in favour of the Executive 
Officer, T. T. Devasthanams, Tirupati, together with a requisi- 
tion for accepting the donations. 

Any further information in this regard can be had from 
the Executive Engineer-I, T.T, Devasthanams, Tirumala, either 
in person or by correspondence. 


(Sd.) P. S. Rajagopala Raju, 

Executive Officer, 
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HIDE AND SEEK 


Sri K. R KUPPU SWAMY, m.a , 
hyderabad-36 


I am at a game of Hide and Seek. 

My Friend now I have to find. 

Rut where is He, I can’t divine 
I run to the sea-shore, I hut perceive the waves 
I lose my self m the heart of a forest. 

There I heai but the whiff of the wind 
I look up at the sky, the sun meets my eye. 

His ray is bright and reminds me of His eyes bright. 

I hear Him laugh but when I look that way, 

I see a child, clapping its little hands in glee and shnekmg with 

delight 

I my steps be take to where men congregate 

And wonder whether He is hiding behind His Namesake. 

What are they doing there in the Temple 
Are they too playing the same game as mine ? 

I feel Him m parts. 

I hear Him in music’s melody and the lisping of the babe. 

I see him in the rainbow colours and their Source, 

The beam of the Sun 
Yes, the beam will be my ladder 
Up I go to see if He is there 
Vain, Vain I climb and scan ! 

Where are you, my fnend ? 

T accept defeat, I can’t find you. 

Show your self to me, am I not thy friend ? 

His shout comes from very near me. 

Is He behind my back ? 

I turn, I find Him not. 

In despair I cry ss Enough, enough of this game 
I have had enough. 

Show me Thy face. 

I hear his laughtei again 9 
Where art Thou ? 

His laughter then comes from very near. 

I look round and find Him not. 

3 look in To ! Thou art there ! 

I run after Him. He runs on, in. 

And would not stop for me. 

I ery ! My Friend, my Friend, stop 
I tan no longer run, I am a weary. 

I swoon, I fall speech less. 

My Friend had had His heart’s fill of the game 
He turns round with open arms 
I run into His arms, into Him 
Never to pai t again 
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